Charter Newsletter N°3, autumn 2007

The European Charter Newsletter
N°3, autumn 2007

EUROPARC- -

rfusnmc(( 4

EUROPEAN CHARTER
FOR SUSTAINABLE TOURISM IN
PROTECTED AREAS

s

Parco Maturale Adametlo Brenta ()

2 Kaoli Mational Park (FIN) 24 Parco Maturale Alpi Marittime (1)

3 Cairngarms National Park (LK) 25 Parco Mazionale dej Mont Sibillim (1)

4 Mourne AONE, Northern freland [ LK) 98 Parc Natural de la Zona Volcanica de la Garrotea (E)

§ Forest of Bowdand ACNE (LK) 27 Parque Matural Sierra de Cazorta, v las Villas (E)

B The Broads (LK) 28 Pargue Macional v MNaturat Sierra Nevada (E)
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8 Naturpark Pfalzerwald (D) 31 Pardue Matural Sierra de Aracena y Picos de Arothe (E)
10 Maturpark Frankenwald (D) 32 Pargue Macional y Natural Cofana (E)

11 Parc naturel regional de MAvesnois (F) 43 Pargue Matural da Serra de 5. Mamede (P)

12 Parc naturel régional Scarmpe-Escaut (F) 34 Parque Macional Peneda-Gerés (P)
13 Parc naturel régional du Vexin frangais (F) 35 Brecon Eeacons MNational Fark (LK)
14 Parc naturel régional des Boucles de la 36 Exmoor National Park {UK)

Seine Normande (F) 37 Parc national Guadeloupe {F)
15 Parc naturel regional des Marais du 98 Parque Matural Sierra Mania-Los Veléz (E)
Contentin et du Bessin (F) 38 Pargue MNatural Sierra de Cardefia v Montoro (E)
16 Association rhin vivant (F) 40 Pargue Matural Sierra Magina (E)
17 Parc naturel régional Pilat{F) 41 Pargue Natural Sierra Norte de Sevilla (E)
18 Parc naturel régional Livradois-Forez (F) 42 Pargque Matural Sierra de 1as Nieves (E)
18 Parc naturel régiaonal du Vercors (F) 43 Parque Maturzl de Brefia y Marismas del Barbate (E)
20 Parc naturel régional du Luberon (F) 44 Parc Natural del Delta de 'Ebre (E)
21 Parc national des Cévennes (F) 45 Parque Matural Somiedo (E)

22 Parc national du Mercantour (F)
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Forest of Bowland AONB: European Charter for Green

Tourism Businesses

Forest of Bowland AONB

Photo: Countryside Ageny / Charlie Hedley

Seventeen businesses in the
Forest of Bowland Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty
(AONB) are set to become the
area’s first European Charter
Sustainable Tourism
Businesses after receiving
Gold, Silver and Bronze
Green Tourism Business
Scheme Awards.

His Grace, the Duke of
Westminster, will be presenting
5 Gold, 6 Silver and 6 Bronze
awards to the successful
tourism businesses, including
campsites, restaurants, pubs,
self-catering accommodation
and cycle hire, at The Forest of

Frankenwald Nature Park: Sustainable tourism compat

Bowland Sustainable Tourism
Forum on Thursday 15th
November at Over Wyresdale
Parish Hall.

In addition to working towards
their awards with GTBS these
businesses have shown a
commitment to working with the
Forest of Bowland AONB and
other tourism businesses in the
area through the Sustainable
Tourism Network. These
guality-accredited businesses
also encourage consumers to
contribute towards the area’s
payback scheme, the Bowland
Tourism Environment Fund that
puts money directly into

with high-performance sport

Frankenwald Nature Park
distinguishes itself as a leg
region of the Mountain bike
Leg race “Craft Bike Trans
Germany”

Large protected areas are ideal
areas for sport and recreation.
At the same time it is essential
to minimise the arising conflict
of interests between nature
protection and nature use. In
the Frankenwald nature park

EUROPARC Federation

this works: with its
environmentally sound
Mountain bike concept the
woody mountain area in the
north of Bavaria distinguishes
itself as a leg for the Craft Bike
Trans Germany, the first
Mountain bike Leg race across
Germany.

For the first time more than 500
Mountain bikers crossed
Germany from St. Wendel in

WWW.europarc.org

Environmental projects in the
area.

The Forest of Bowland Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty
(AONB) is a nationally
protected landscape and
internationally important for its
heather moorland, blanket bog
and rare birds. For more
information regarding the
Forest of Bowland AONB, visit
the website at
www.forestofbowland.com or
ring +44-1772 534709 for an
information leaflet.

Contact:
lucy.barron@env.lancscc.gov.uk

ible

the Saarland to Oberwiesenthal
in Saxony. Throughout around
830 kilometres they conquered
in teams of two more than
18.000 meters of altitude
differences and by that passed
one of the biggest challenges
that is momentarily offered by
bike sport in Germany. The
special task for the organisers
and the participating regions
was to offer a scenically
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attractive and challenging track
with trails and single trail and at
the same time satisfy the needs
of nature protection. Around
120 kilometres of the track
through the Frankenwald
nature park and the Bavarian
Vogtland County are under the
responsibility of Frankenwald
Tourism Service Centre. This

Craft Bike Trans Germany 2007
Photos: Gerhard Eisenschink

The Craft Bike Trans Germany
has been a big success and will
be repeated in 2008. For the

Frankenwald nature park the
race is the best “card” to
distinguish in the competition of
Mountain bike areas. At the
same time, the close
cooperation between tourism
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tourism association, which is
concerned with the marketing
of the Frankenwald, has been
offering Mountain biking
activities on signed tracks since
2001 and has developed these
tracks together with the
Frankenwald nature park
consistent with the interests of
nature conservation. Hunting

and nature conservation on the
one side ensures the
consideration of the interests of
nature conservation right from
the beginning and on the other
side nonetheless the realisation
of high-quality offers for
Mountain bikers, with which
every stakeholder can identify.

Harz National Park: New partners

16 accommodation facilities
of the Harz national park
region are the winners of
the competition
“Nationalpark-freundliche
Unterkunft 2007” (national
park friendly
accommodation 2007).

The winners were awarded
with a plate and a certificate
handed over in the framework
of an official ceremony by
national park director Andreas

EUROPARC Federation

Plate ,Nationalparkfreundliche Unterkunft
Photo: National park administration
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and agricultural issues as well
as insurance issues are still
relevant in this process. The so
built network of stakeholder
enabled a fast and pragmatic
definition of the track, also for
the race. Thereby, mostly
already existing Mountain bike
tracks and less frequented
hiking trails were used.

Further Information:

www.bike-transgermany.de
www.radsport-im-
frankenwald.de
www.frankenwald-tourismus.de

Contact: fredimeier@frankenwald-
tourismus.de

Pusch. They will be advertised
and supported as partners of
the Harz national park in press
releases, internet, events and
information.

For most of the people an
intact nature is a basic
component of their vacation.
Today'’s tourists are choosing
their travel destinations on the
basis of ecological criteria.
Quality and enjoyment
orientated to the environment
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are the future.

As first German national park
the Harz national park was
awarded the European Charter
for Sustainable Tourism in
Protected Areas in 2005. In
various meetings of the Forums
within the Charter process the
national park has — together
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with the regions — elaborated
strengths and weaknesses of
the national park region and
derived from them concrete
aims and activities for the area
of tourism.

All stakeholders have decided
on different focal points and
developed different projects

that have to be progressed
continuously. One of those
projects is the award
“Nationalparkfreundliche
Unterkunft”.

Contact: fknolle@t-online.de

Sierra M aria-Los Vélez Nature Park — Experience with ECST

There are
many ways of
understanding
what the
concept of
nature park implies, but
probably the challenges are
very similar in most cases.
Mostly in such an economic
developed region like
Europe, where the concept
We have become aware of
our own responsibilities in
the promotion of sustainable
development tourism. For
this reason, we have
acquired a compromise to
increase both the supply
and the quality of the park’s
equipment. This
commitment is reflected in
the action plan dossier of
ECST candidacy. This has
been useful when planning
the short-term objectives.

After getting ECST, other
government statements
have shown interest in our
park.

of nature is always linked
with anthropic influence.
Since we began working
with ECST, we can draw out
a lot of positive things from
working with Europarc, but

In this way, the secretary of
tourism dependent of the
Tourism Ministry has
contacted us to assess
tourism business men in the
region, to create specific
package holiday incoming

certainly the best one is to
learn about the different
perspectives that exist in the
management of a natural
park.

the region offer and
promoting them to become
members of ECST.

Contact:
anselmo.espinosa.ext@juntade
andalucia.es

The European Charter: an opportunity for the Delta de I'Ebre

Nature Park

The Ebro Delta with its 32.000
ha of surface is the most
extended aquatic habitat in
Catalonia and represents an
“enclave” of vital importance
within the humid zones of the
Mediterranean region. Its
biological richness is a contrast
to the profound humanisation
and agricultural transformation

EUROPARC Federation

of a big part of the surface.
With the aim of harmonizing the
natural values of the area and
its exploitation by the human
beings, the provincial
government declared the Delta
de I'Ebre Nature Park in 1983
(7.802 ha)

WWW.europarc.org

Tourism has developed to be a
certain weight of the local
economy. The natural and
cultural values of the area have
catapulted the Delta to be the
second most visited park of
Catalonia. In this context, the
principal values of the area are
the same as for the tourism
businesses to guarantee the
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success of their tourism
products.

As a consequence it is
important to include this sector
in the protection of the area.
And the Charter has been a
great opportunity for the Delta

Parc natural Delta de I'Ebre
Photo: Nature park administration
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to develop sustainable tourism
product of high quality such as
Bird watching, cycle tourism
revaluation of traditional
activities, local products etc
with the support of the
participating stakeholder: the

park administration and the
tourism businesses.

To use the dynamic of the
Charter is the common aim for
the next five years.

Contact: xabril@gencat.net

The European Charter in the Doflana natural area

Before finally receiving the
Charter Certificate in
September 2006 in Oxford, the
Charter process in the Dofiana
natural area started in January
2003 with the formation of a
Working Group by technicians
of the protected area, the
Fundacion Dofiana21, local
development groups and
tourism association presidents
of the region in order to
produce the documents to be
included in the application
report.

The candidacy counted with the
knowledge and the approbation
of the stakeholders related to

EUROPARC Federation

tourism in the region, the
creation of a permanent Forum
of Sustainable Tourism, which
played a fundamental role to
validate the documents and
projects. The same happened
with the assessments and
evaluations of the region,
validated 4 March 2004, the
strategy, approved in October
and the action plan validated by
the Forum in February 2006.

Beside the general aims of the
strategy, more than 50 specific
aims were developed with a
series of activities, amongst
which are: the creation of an
tourism, socio-economic and

WWW.europarc.org

environmental observatory,
production of a document on
responsible promotion, creation
of an specific internet portal for
sustainable tourism, support for
the tourism business in
achieving the award with the
environmental management
quality system, setting of
tourism infrastructure,
coordination and improvement
of the informative and
educational contents of the
public use areas, production of
the protected area’s public use
plan, assessment of the state of
the hiking tracks and recreation
areas of the region,
implementation of tourism and

6

Www.european-charter.org



environmental management
quality systems, introduction of
an accreditation system for
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tourism businesses working as
information points for the
protected area, production of

the diagnostic and strategy of
environmental education,
promotion programme for
handcraft and local products.

Those actions are implemented
by all the participating
stakeholders (Dofiana
protected area, Fundacién
Dofiana 21 and the local
development groups)
coordinated by the Working
Group whose aim is to achieve
an integrated management and
a sustainable tourism
management in the region of
Dofiana.

Contact:
africav.casado@juntadeandalucia.
es

Minister leads celebration of Wales’ FIRST European Charter
for Sustainable Tourism award

Minister for Heritage, Mr
Rhodri Glyn Thomas gave the
green thumbs up to Brecon
Beacons National Park today,
as he launched Wales’ FIRST
award under the European
Charter for Sustainable
Tourism in Protected Areas.

Mr Thomas was joined by Chris
Gledhill, Chief Executive and
Mary Taylor, Chairman for
Brecon Beacons National Park

Authority, Mrs Punch Maughan
from Brecon Beacons Tourism
Association, Mr Jonathan
Jones from Visit Wales, Ms

EUROPARC Federation

Dee Reynolds from Tourism
Partnership Mid Wales and
Mark Kerr, Chief Executive for
Powys County Council together
with 60 other partnership
members in the award
ceremony at the Clarence Hall,
in Crickhowell.

The National Park received the
accolade from the Europarc
Federation in September 2007.
The Charter is awarded to

protected areas like National
Parks which have shown a
commitment to developing
tourism while considering the

WWW.europarc.org

needs of future generations
through conserving resources.

Mr Thomas took the opportunity
to find out more about the local
work on sustainability, chatting
with some of the distinguished
guests at the event, including
representatives from local
businesses, local authority and
members of the communities
from the National Park. Mr
Thomas congratulated them on
the success embodied in the
award of the Charter.

Brecon Beacons National
Park is the first protected
area in Wales to receive the
prestigious award, which
represents five years of
successful partnership
working between local
businesses, agencies for
tourism and countryside
organisations. The Park joins
an elite group of just 47
members which include
some of Europe's most
beautiful landscapes.

Mr Thomas said, "The
Brecon Beacons National Park
is to be congratulated on the
incredibly fine balancing act it
has had to perform. It has had

7
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to reconcile the needs of
conserving the natural beauty
of the landscape and wildlife
habitats with the needs of
people who earn their livelihood
in the area. While
demonstrating good practice in
sustainability in its business
operation it has to take account
of others who live in its
communities and the many
visitors who come to enjoy the
range of amenities offered by
the National Park and the
communities within it.

“The Brecon Beacons National
Park Authority has had to show
great vision, considerable
diplomacy, courage and
dynamism to follow through on
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its aims and objectives and to
carry with it the support of so
many public and private bodies
and the people who make up
the communities in the Park
area. This award is superb
recognition of an achievement
in sustainability that is an
example not only to tourism
operators and other
organisations in Wales but to
the rest of the United Kingdom.”

Chris Gledhill, Chief Executive
for the Brecon Beacons
National Park Authority, said:
“Winning this award is a sign
that the partnership in Brecon
Beacons National Park is
delivering one of the best
sustainable tourism initiatives in

Europe. Our landscape is still
one of Wales’ best kept secrets
so | am extremely proud that all
the hard work that has been put
into the development of
sustainable tourism has been
rewarded in this way.

“All those who have been
associated with obtaining the
Charter should feel a
tremendous sense of pride and
satisfaction on this occasion.
We are very grateful to all our
partners for working with us to
achieve this wonderful result.”

Contact:
Samantha.games@breconbeaoncs

.org

Baixa Limia Serra do Xurés Nature Park: The Europea n

Charter in the park

The Xurés nature park has
been working as a Candidate to
the European Charter for one
year without support from a
consultancy and will complete
the necessary application
documents for the Charter in
one month. Sometimes it has
been a more complicated than
satisfactory work, because the
park has started from zero and
regarding sustainable tourism
projects there is still a lot of
work that needs to be done.
The first contact with the
European Charter was at the
meeting of the Iberian Charter
Network in cooperation with
EUROPARC Spain and
Peneda-Géres national park (Il
Jornadas de la Red Iberica de
la Carta Europea de Turismo
Sostenbile) in November 2006.

In the first forum of the ECST
the park counted with 40
participants (enterprisers, local

EUROPARC Federation

development agents,
representatives of the local and
province administrations,
technicians of the the Peneda-
Géres national park and
different medias
representatives who helped
diffusing the Charter.

An inventory was realised with
all the tourism business in the
region and various contacts
with different enterprisers from
the tourism sector
(accommodation, transport...)
were established that
participated in various meetings
aiming at creating the most
representative and efficient
technical team possible.
Everybody confirmed that they
have the same needs and
concerns and that the Charter
from the beginning has been
seen as a valuable instrument
to improve the tourism activities
and reach a consensus

WWW.europarc.org

regarding the activities that
should be developed within the
protected areas.

As the park deals with an area
where the population as well as
the tourism businesses are very
dispersed and as most of the
businesses are family run and
do not dispose of a lot of staff, it
was difficult to make everybody
assist regularly in the Forums
and dedicate time for the
project. Therefore it continues
to be a complicated task to
include all that have a stake in
tourism in the protected area
and its surroundings (three
communities), but a task with
which we all can strive to reach
the accreditation for our
protected area.

Contact: parguexures@yahoo.es
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Baixa Limia Serra do Xurés nature park
Photo: Nature park administration
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Garajonay National Park: Two years and five months...

...is the time frame we set for
the Garajonay National park
and the Association of Rural
Development (AIDER) to
produce the necessary
documentation that form part of
the application report of the
Charter for the area of socio-
economic influence of the park,
the island La Gomera.

The first phase of that process
took place in June 2005, when
we realised a methodological
plan to follow in order to reach
the most appropriate
participation and when we
organised the work that had to
be done.

The second phase kicked off
with a formation on
participatory methodologies
and the Charter itself, realised
in October 2005. Immediately
we started the following tasks
that took until March 2007.
During that important period the

EUROPARC Federation

hardest part of the work was
the production of the situation
analysis with primary data that
included 120 interviews and
290 interviewee from the
private and public tourism
sector of the island

The situation analysis
comprised 16 thematic issues
to obtain information about the
tourism development from its
beginning to now. The issues
were: tourism history in the
island, types of tourists,
activities and services offered,
existing accommodation, local
products, handicraft, the quality
of the tourism offer, marketing
(channels and products), socio-
economic reality etc.

To close this phase all the
interviewee were invited in
order to present and discuss
the results of the situation
analysis.

WWW.europarc.org

The third phase was dedicated
to reading and analysing
secondary literature and to
realise 37 workshops with 141
participants with the aim of
defining the possibilities, the
problems and the offers the
different tourism activities in the
island have.

In October 2007 the Jornada
Insulares were held for which
three objectives were set: the
first one was to present the
lines of action that have been
collected during the process,
the second one was to validate
these action lines and the third
one to prioritize the activities
decided upon and that should
be included in the action plan.

The work with the stakeholders
starts end of November with a
Meeting, where the proposals
from the Jornada will be
present and the degree of
involvement of each
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stakeholder who voluntarily
participates in the project will
be explained. With the result of
those negotiations the final
edition of the Action Plan and
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all other necessary documents
that form part of the application
report of the Garajonay
National Park and its

surrounding area, the island La
Gomera will be realised

Contact:
up.garajonay@oapn.mma.es

Las Batuecas-Sierra de Francia Nature Park and the European

Charter

Las Batuecas-Sierra de Francia
Nature Park (also Biosphere
Reserve) is located in the
Salamanca province (Castilla y
Ledn, Spain). It is a protected
are of Mediterranean
mountains with a surface of
32.300 ha, that includes 15
communities with a population
of approximately 5.500
inhabitants.

The park has a high value of
natural and cultural natural
heritage such as the traditional
architecture, the popular culture
and the mysticism related to the
mountains, one of the most
important tourism activities.

Within the park is the village of
La Alberca, one of the most
beautiful in Spain, known for its
streets, some ancestral rites
and very rich traditional
clothing. Tourism is at the
moment one of the motors of
local economy; the “Casa del
Parque” (visitor centre)
received 29.903 visitors in
2006.

EUROPARC Federation

Traditional clothes in La Alberca
Photo: Nature park administration

The Charter has been received
with interest in the area as
there is a general perception
that it has a rich heritage that is
— except in La Alberca - not
being used in an adequate way
by tourism. But also there is the
worry that tourism can threaten
or even distort the unique
cultural identity of the region.
Therefore it was clear in the
first informative meeting that
took place that the Charter
could be the instrument which
at the same time secures
tourism development and
conserve the natural and
cultural values of the region.

In the protected area to
participatory groups were
formed:

- The Working Group including
tourism businesses, public
administrations, local groups,

WWW.europarc.org

nature conservation
associations, association for
disabled people and the
Biosphere Reserve

- The permanent Forum where
all the stakeholders are
involved

Until now, the working group
produced the analysis of the
tourism situation in the area, a
documented on which the
working group has already
agreed and the production of
the strategy. Soon the Forum
will be asked its approval for
the strategy while the work on
the definition and concretization
of the activities to be included
in the action plan continue.

The Working Group

Photo: Nature park administration
With receiving the Charter
certificate, the Las Batuecas-
Sierra de Francia Nature Park
would be the first Charter Park
in Castilly y Ledn, the biggest
autonomic community in Spain.

Contact: velmarju@jcyl.es
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European CharterNet: Strengthening the Charter Netw ork

Strengthening and further
development of the European
Charter and the Charter
Network is the aim of the
EUROPARC project “European
CharterNet” that started in July
2007. With the Charter Part |
having been implemented for
seven years and the Charter
Part Il implementation starting
this year and accordingly the
growing Charter Network, new
tasks and challenges are
arising for the coordination and
promotion of the European
Charter. The project seeks to
take up the potential of the
Charter Network through
specific activities and
communication methods and
achieve added-value for the
European Network.

The project includes three
areas of activity that are
“International Importance”,
“Partnership & Network
Building” and “Marketing and
Communication” each of them

including a number

of activities, e.g. a

comparative

analysis of the CBD

Guidelines and the

European Charter,
the enlargement of the Charter
Network to central and eastern
European countries through
partnerships and incorporating
study visits between two
German protected areas and
two protected areas from
central and eastern Europe,
regular Charter Network
Meetings, development of
different communication
materials etc.

In order to drive and oversee
the project a project working
group was set up with
representatives from the BfN,
the Charter Evaluation
Committee, Charter verifiers,
representatives from the
Charter Protected Areas and
external experts. The project
working group will actively
support and contribute to the
project activities as well as
participate in the meetings of
the project working group
scheduled for January, June
and November 2008. In

The European Charter Network is growing

Since the first protected areas
became Charter Protected
Areas in 2001, the European
Charter Network has been
growing constantly. By the end
of 2007 the number of
signatories of the European
Charter has grown to 45
protected areas in 7 European
countries.

In 2007, 12 Candidate Charter
Protected Areas where visited
by different verifiers during April
and May. Following the official
verification of the Park’s work
under the European Charter for
Sustainable Tourism in

EUROPARC Federation

Protected Areas, the Evaluation
Committee, at its meeting in
June, examined carefully the
thorough report which the
appointed verifier prepared as a
result of his visit to the Park. It
was unanimously agreed to
award the Charter certificate to
the following 12 protected
areas:

x Parque Natural Sierra Maria-Los
Vélez (E)

x Parque Natural Sierra de
Cardena y Montoro (E)

x Parque Natural Sierra Magina

(E)

WWW.europarc.org

addition members of the project
working group should act as
focal points for the project in
their home country.

The European CharterNet will
run for a two-year period until
June 2009 and is supported by
the Federal Agency for Nature
Conservation (BfN) with funds
from the Federal Ministry for
the Environment, Nature
Conservation and Nuclear
Safety.

Barbara Engels BfN
Beate Job-Hoben BfN
Lasse Loven Finland
Olaf Holm France
Lena Maly Germany
Martina Porzelt Germany
Frank Steingald Germany
Patrizia Rossi Italy
Paulo Castro Portugal
Josep Prats Spain

Richard Partington UK
Giulia Carbone IUCN
Michael lwand TUI

Members of the European
CharterNet Project Working Group

x Parque Natural Sierra Norte de
Sevilla (E)

x Parque Natural Sierra de las
Nieves (E)

x Parque Natural de Brefia'y
Marismas del Barbate (E)

x Parc Natural del Delta de I'Ebre
B

x Parque Natural Somiedo (E)

x Parc National de Guadeloupe (F)

x Koli National Park (FIN)

x Brecon Beacons National Park
(UK)

x Exmoor National Park (UK)
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Further on five protected areas
have come forward with their
re-evaluation and have
received their re-evaluation
certificates at the European
Charter Ceremony at the

Outlook 2008

The interest in the European
Charter keeps being high. For
2008 another 15 protected
areas are likely to submit their
application documents:

x Parque Natural Baixa Limia -
Serra do Xurés (E)

x Parque Nacional Garajonay (E)

x Parque Natural Las Batuecas (E)

x Parque Natural del Estrecho (E)

x Parque Natural Cabo de Gata

B
x Parque Natural Sierras
Subbéticas (E)

Charter Newsletter N°3, autumn 2007

EUROPARC 2007 Conference
in Cesky Krumlov:

x Naturpark Frankenwald (D)

x Parc natural de la Zona
Volcanica de la Garrotxa (E)

x Parc naturel régional des
Causses du Quercy (F)

x Parc naturel régional des Caps
et Marais d'Opale (F)

x Parc naturel regional du Morvan
(F)

x Comunitd Montana del Parco
Alto Garda Bresciano (l)

x Sistema di Aree Protette dell'
Oltrepo Mantovano (1)

x delllAdamello Regional Park (1)

x Comunita Montana Alpi
Lepontine (1)

x Loch Lomond & The Trossachs
National Park Authority (UK)

European Charter Working Programme

The European Charter has now
reached a ‘critical mass’ in
terms of the numbers of
participating parks — 45 certified
protected areas, at least 12
candidates for 2008, and also
in the visibility that this brings.
Therefore EUROPARC has up-
dated the working programme
for the European Charter. It
needs to reflect this new reality;
the Charter has proved to be a
success, and we now need to
ensure that we can maintain
this level of development.

EUROPARC Federation

The Charter working
programme is divided into three
(linked) categories:

General Administration

Project & Strategic
Development

Networking &
Communications

It contains both
ongoing/continuing tasks and
new tasks reflecting the recent
development of the Charter.
The working programme will be
made available to the European

WWW.europarc.org

x Parc naturel régional du Luberon
(F)

x Parc naturel régional du Vexin
Francais (F)

x Parco naturale Alpi Marittime (1)

x Yorkshire Dales National Park

The following five protected
areas planning to come forward
with their re-evaluation:

x Naturpark Insel Usedom (D)
x Parc National des Cervennes (F)

x Parc naturel régional Marais du
Contentin et du Bassin(F)

x Parco nazionale Monte Sibillini
("
x Mourne AONB (UK)

Charter Network in a separate
Email. We are happy to receive
your comments and
suggestions and/or your
approval.

The Chart 1 gives an overview
of the different entities within
the European Charter for
Sustainable in Protected Areas
and a small list of their tasks.
Additional information and a list
of participants and
representatives respectively
can be found in the Working
Programme.
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Chart 1: Organigramme of the European Charter for S

Source: EUROPARC Federation
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European Charter / EUROPARC Consulting: New deadlin e

for Charter applications and change of fee!

When the Evaluation
Committee for the European
Charter for Sustainable
Tourism in Protected Areas met
earlier this year, its members
decided that the process
needed to be revised.
Sometimes the submitted
documents do not include all
the information we need or they
contain inconsistencies. In
order to clarify any such details
with the relevant park we do
need a little bit more time. It
was, therefore, decided to alter
the procedure slightly. It will

EUROPARC Federation

now take a little longer than
before. As soon as the
application documents arrive
with us we now involve the
prospective verifiers right from
the start. This way we want to
make sure that the
documentation contains all the
information necessary for the
verifier’s visit to your park. To
ensure that enough time is
available, the official deadline
for the arrival of all documents
is now 15" December each
year. This will allow that extra
bit of time to provide

WWW.europarc.org

amendments of your
documentation or additional
papers, if needed.

The official deadline for the
application documents for re-
evaluation is now the same.

Also, for the first time since the
inception of the Charter, we
need to raise the fee to 5,000 €
for new applications (registered
after 1st January 2008) as the
cost of carrying out the
procedure has risen
dramatically over the last five
year.
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European Charter Part |l

The revised text for the
second part of the Charter
has been finalised and now
approved by the EUROPARC
Federation Council. We hope
to make it available in French
and other languages in due
course.

As you know the text offers a
framework for integrating
businesses into the Charter
process. The exchange of
expertise and experience
concerning its implementation
is crucial to the Charter’'s
further development and we
therefore encourage the
Charter networks — at
European, section, national and
regional levels — to make this a
focus of their work in the period
ahead.

Next steps

At the Annual European
Charter Network Meeting in
Cairngorms in June 2007 a
Workshop Il dealt with some

Reisepavillon 2008

EUROPARC presents the
European Charter and the
Charter Network at the
Reisepavillon 2008

As in 2007, the EUROPARC
Federation will be present at
the Reisepavillon 2008 at a
joint stand with the German
Federal Agency for Nature
Conservation (BfN). In the
course of the fair, EUROPARC
will present the European
Charter of Sustainable Tourism

EUROPARC Federation

issues regarding the Charter
Part Il. The results were
presented at the meeting and
different goals were set. During
its next meeting in January
2008 the Part Il Working Group
will discuss the following
issues:

The use of the EUROPARC
logo by the European
Charter Partners

General conditions for
agreement contract.
Common template for the
certificate

Production of a set of
procedures’ instructions

The results will be made
available to the Charter
Network.

Implementation Guidelines
from Spanish and Atlantic
Isles Section

The Spanish and the Atlantic
Isles Section are already
working on their Guidelines for

with a presentation to the wider
public.

Reisepavillon hits the road

The international unique fair for
sustainable tourism moves to
Stuttgart in 2008. For the first
time, from 18-20 January 2008
the Reisepavillon organisers
will be staging it parallel to
Germany'’s biggest holiday fair,
CMT.

All Charter protected areas are
invited to

WWW.europarc.org

implementing Charter Part Il.
As a result of the Workshop in
Scotland, all the Sections are
asked to develop a suggestion
on how the Charter Part 11 will
be implemented in the relating
country. The different
methodologies will be revised
by the Evaluation Committee
with the support of Charter Part
Il Working Group and approved
by EUROPARC Federation.

At the meeting of the Charter
Part Il Working Group in
January 2008, first general
conditions will be clarified and
agreed upon. After
EUROPARC council agreement
on the proposal presented by
the Part Il WG, the Sections are
invited to send their
methodologies, in order to have
already Charter Partners
approved during 2008.

join EUOPARC at the stand
and represent their
protected areas promoting
the activities and tourism
products;

present their protected area
to a wider public in the
framework of the supporting
programme

For more information please
contact
p.dippold@europarc.org
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Calendar of events

JANUARY 2008
Reisepavillon 2008

The international unique fair for
sustainable tourism will be held
from 18-20 January 2008 at the
New Exhibition Grounds in
Stuttgart, Germany. This year's
topic is “Tourism & Water”.

www.reisepavillon-online.de
EUROPARC Council Meeting
25-27 January, Barcelona (E)

MARCH 2008

ITB-Berlin

The world biggest tourism fair
will be held from 5-9 March
2008 at the Berlin Exhibtion
Grounds. With 10,000
exhibitors from 180 countries
and regions, ITB represents the
full spectrum of global tourism
at all levels of the value added
chain like tour operators,
booking systems, travel
destinations, airlines, hotels
and rental cars.

www.ith-berlin.de
ECORISMO

From 11-12 March 2008 the
ECORISMO, trade fair and
forum on eco-products and
environmental solutions takes
place in Arles - Camargue -
Palais des congres.

ECORISMO is a permanent
forum designed to exchange
about eco-products and
environmental solutions

Charter Newsletter N°3, autumn 2007

specifically related to activities
of the various forms of hotel,
camping, restaurant, catering
and tourism industries.

WWW.ecorismo.com

y.robert@francoistourismecons
ultants.com

COP9

From 19-30 May 2008 the 9th
Conference of the Parties of the
Convention on Biodiversity
(COP 9) takes place in Bonn,
Germany.

www.biodiv.org
European Day of Parks

The European Day of Parks
was launched by the
EUROPARC Federation with
the aim of raising the profile of
Europe's protected areas and
generating public support for
their aims and work. Events are
celebrated across Europe on
an annual basis on and around
24 May, a date that has been
chosen to commemorate the
creation of Europe's first nine
national parks in Sweden on 24
May 1909.

JUNE 2008

European Charter Network
Meeting

The next year’s European
Charter Network will be hosted
by Mercantour National Park
(F) and Alpi Marittime Nature
Park (1). It will take place from
3-6 June 2008.

More information and the
agenda will be sent as soon as
possible to the Charter Network

www.european-charter.org
ESPARC 2008

From 18-22 June the
EUROPARC Section Spain will
hold its annual Congress in
Baiona, Galicia.

International Conference on
Geoparks

For the first time, the
International Conference on
Geoparks will be held in the
heart of a Global Geopark in
2008, from 22-26 June 2008.
The venue: Osnabrueck, capital
of the Global Geopark
TERRA.vita. The topic:
Communication.

www.geoparks2008.com
September 2008
EUROPARC 2008

24 — 28 September, Annual
Conference and General
Assembly, Bra ov, Romania

EUROPARC Charter Newsletter

EUROPARC Federation, P.O. Box 1153,

94475 Grafenau, Germany
Tel: +49 (0) 8552 96100
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