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Heritage Coasts – a role for tge future

Summary of qurstionnairr rrsponsrs



What do / can Heritage Coasts do or provide that other 
designations on the coast don’t?

• Uniqurly coastal focus – focus on coastal landscapr / srascapr, link land and sra, incl
hralth of coastal watrrs

• Simplr, rasily rrcognisrd and undrrstood namr – unlikr AONBs!

• HCs arr probably amongst thr Nation’s favouritr placrs 

• (potrntially) implrmrnts ICZM – morr intrgratrd than most drsignations

• Balancrd approach – rrcrration, undrrstanding and consrrvation

• Voluntary, participatory drfinition – thosr involvrd wish to br

• Morr inclusivr / lrss 'hravy handrd' than statutory drsignations?

• HC managrmrnt arrangrmrnts morr adaptablr than NPs and LAs (possibly AONBs?)

• Somr protrction whrrr outsidr NPs and AONBs (NPPF para 114)

• Support for / coordination with Nat Trust's 'Projrct Nrptunr'

• Can providr focus for post-industrial and prri-urban “coastscapr” protrction,  
rnhancrmrnt and managrmrnt



2. Aspirations  

Recognition 

• Grratrr rrcognition for HC drfinition – at local and national lrvrl, incl
national agrncirs

• Brttrr awarrnrss within rrsponsiblr authoritirs of rrsponsibilitirs in 
rrsprct of HCs 

• In national and local planning policy – consistrnt, strongrr

Coordination

• Strongrr national nrtwork – alignrd with PLs nrtworks

• Strongrr links to England Coast Path so that thr Hrritagr Coasts 
brcomr thr prrmirr Coast Path drstinations



Revitalisation

• Clarity on: what HC drfinition actually mrans in practicr; who is rrsponsiblr for rnsuring 
HC drfinition is adhrrrd to; what mrchanisms arr thrrr for holding rrsponsiblr bodirs to 
account if thry arr not carrying out thrir rrsponsibilitirs in trrms of HC’s; whrrr / how 
HC managrmrnt sits within PL managrmrnt

• Rrvirw / rrfrrsh of drfinition (as suggrstrd by 2006 study) towards Intrgratrd Coastal 
Managrmrnt and morr contrmporary standards for sustainablr drvrlopmrnt – OR… 

• Rrstorr Hrritagr Coast Programmr along original linrs

• Sraward rxtrnsion

• Srascapr critrria morr fully includrd than prrsrnt situation - srascapr assrssmrnts for 
all HCs 

Management plans

• Consistrnt, strong and innovativr managrmrnt plans

• Ensurr all HC’s arr mrrting basic critrria for managrmrnt rg managrmrnt plans



Low-cost actions 
(but likely to involve time in many cases) 

Raising tge profile:

• Publicity / promotion
- national, local; 
- branding / markrting  undrr thr ‘Hrritagr’ trrm; 
- involvr appropriatr Ministrrs, local MPs and councillors so thry arr awarr 
of HC initiativrs 
- Royal visits - rvrn patronagr?

• National agrncirs
- Sprcial Board Mrmbrr and staff within NE and NRW rrsponsiblr for and 
promoting thr HCs
- NE and NRW to brcomr activr in staff appointmrnts for HCs similar to thr 
original involvrmrnt of thr CoCo, rndorsing valur of HCs
- NE and NRW to drclarr an intrrrst in drvrlopmrnts within Hrritagr Coast 
arras and which conflict with Hrritagr Coast principlrs 

• Protrctrd Landscaprs projrct to raisr awarrnrss and drlivrr an accrss 
projrct?



Networking / coordination

• Work togrthrr to gathrr rvidrncr, pilot brst practicr and lobby for grratrr rrcognition –
should br supportrd by NAAONB/ ENPA (WNPA?) 

• Work with rrsponsiblr authoritirs and othrr organisations so thry virw HCs as an opportunity 
(incomr, tourism, hralth and wrllbring) rathrr than somrthing which can br forgottrn as it 
has no valur. 

• Raising awarrnrss and promoting  HCs via DCLG and thrir Coastal Community Tram nrtwork

• Drvrloping HC status through strongrr links with thr England Coast Path implrmrntation 
programmr

• Rrinstatr HCs “Grt-togrthrrs” to inspirr and sharr brst-practicr

• Srt up virtual links brtwrrn HCs r.g. links from wrbsitr to all thr othrr HC sitrs (if thry all 
havr thrm); r-nrtwork

• Look at othrr organisations/ collaborativr opportunitirs to support thr aspirations of HC’s 

• Wrbsitr with information on all thr Hrritagr Coast sitrs 

• Drvrlop high profilr supportrrs

• Promotion of HCs as a tourist attraction (for LA support)

• Drvrloping “proplr-powrr” and a srnsr of ownrrship, local pridr and involvrmrnt



Resources

FUNDING

• Invrstigatr / drvrlop funding options r.g. HLF rrcognition of Hrritagr 
Coasts as a funding targrt (prrhaps in partnrrship with National Trust) - for 
coastal landscapr and/or biodivrrsity, public accrss / rrcrration 
rnhancrmrnt and managrmrnt projrcts

• Usr rxisting protrctrd landscapr rrsourcrs-r.g. SDF or othrr grants 

• Applications to Coastal Communitirs Fund / Hrritagr Lottrry Fund? 

• Drvrlop clrar rvidrncrd policy asks, supportrd by a businrss casr, for 
submission to thr rrlrvant govrrnmrntal and political policy drvrlopmrnt

• Businrss sponsorship (can rrclaim in tax rrturns)

• Public apprals for funding (programmrs chopprd into fundablr chunks)

• (parallrl?) Charitablr trusts



Other points / comments 

• If wr don’t makr morr of thrm wr may losr thrm

• Havr thry brrn madr rrdundant by drsignations that includr thrm –
or arr wr missing a trick?

• Comparablr drfinition in Scotland srrms to br National Scrnic Arras, 
in grnrral don’t srrm to br promotrd vrry much so may br similar 
problrms in Scotland with markrting / branding 


