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[bookmark: _mmznuk277qfy]Youth Contributions to the Global Biodiversity Targets
[bookmark: _5493zpo8tm42]The UK’s Seventh National Report
[bookmark: _ij1cmn46xpjc]Introduction
The UK is one of 196 countries who have signed up to the United Nations Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), which creates global standards, strategies and mechanisms for the conservation of biodiversity at a global scale.

Currently, countries are working towards achieving 23 targets for 2030, as part of the Kunming Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework (KMGBF). All 196 countries have agreed to achieve these goals.

Target 22 requires the full and equitable participation of youth in biodiversity conservation!

In the lead up to COP17, the UK is required to report on the progress they are making on these targets in their ‘Seventh National Report’. 
However, the way in which countries measure youth participation in contributing to these targets is poor, only requiring a binary indicator (i.e. yes/no answer) as to whether youth have been engaged.

We want to see the UK’s report go beyond this, and share UK youths’ fantastic contributions to achieving global goals.

The UK Government is due to publish its 7th National Report in February 2026. It’s possible that they’ll only report on a subset of the 23 targets, and we think it’s very possible that they won’t report on Target 22. Therefore, we’re looking to publish a report that does capture all the work and impact youth are having - not only in meeting Target 22 but helping the UK meet the other 22 targets!

That’s where you come in…
[bookmark: _fs56cmtetsen]Your Contribution
Using our template below, we’d like to hear how you and your organisation are contributing to the national effort to achieve one or more of the 23 global targets.
By filling this in and returning it you are giving us permission to feature your contribution in a publicly available report and your organisation named as a contributor to the report. Please consider sending a copy of your logo with your contribution to make sure we get that right. If you’d like to share with us your contributions, but not be featured in the report, please get in touch.
[bookmark: _lq3w9gh9k094]The report
Our ambition is to have a report full of evidence that youth are leading the way in ensuring the UK meets its targets - projects can include capacity-building workshops, awareness-raising campaigns, restoration projects, including organisations to do better!

The more responses we receive, the more representative the report will be on the impact we are collectively having.

We actively engage with JNCC and DEFRA on their monitoring and reporting commitments and will share the report with them. At the international level, the CBD has recently allowed actors outside of national governments to submit commitments to the reporting platform. We'll therefore submit the report to the CBD to ensure youth contributions are represented. It will also feed into the international youth community ahead of COP17.

Please download a copy of this document to complete before filling it in.

	YOUTH CONTRIBUTIONS TO GLOBAL GOALS

	Name
	Maisie Sherratt

	Organisation
	Pembrokeshire Coast National Park Authority (PCNPA)

	Email Address
	maisies@pembrokeshirecoast.org.uk



	Brief description of your organisation’s work

	PCNPA Next Generation Youth Manifesto 
The Manifesto was inspired by work undertaken by groups of young people from across Europe, as part of a project to create a Protected Areas Youth Manifesto, which reflects the views and experiences of young people living in and around projected areas and identifies the priorities for the future. 
PCNPA Next Generation Youth Manifesto sets out to be:
· A source of inspiration and ideas, helping to ensure the empowerment, involvement and consideration of young people in the decision-making process.
· Provide a clear and coordinated approach to engaging young people in rural communities.
· Identify key issues that impact on young people, from depopulation to unemployment.
· Understand that all young people have imagination, creativity and individuality, and these talents should be fostered to aid the development within PCNPA, for our successors to inherit our National Park.
PCNPA Next Generation 
· Youth Rangers - set up in 2013 to provide opportunities for young people aged 16-25 to develop outdoor skills and learn more about the Pembrokeshire Coast and what makes it so amazing whilst making a real difference. Focussing on practical conservation and public engagement skills - working like a Ranger. 
· Youth Committee - founded in the Spring of 2020, with the aim to make positive change, whether that be working with local councils or undertaking projects to raise awareness on global issues. 
· Youth Manifesto 
· A chance to have your voice heard by decision makers in the Authority. 
· A safe place to share youth voice concerns. 
Routes to Discovery - Young Carers & Young People accessing Mental Health Support 
A people-led project, which is all about the restorative powers of Pembrokeshire’s amazing outdoors and especially its National Park.
Routes to Discovery is delivered in partnership by Pembrokeshire Coast National Park Authority and Mind Pembrokeshire and is supported through the National Lottery Community Fund until July 2028. 
Monthly activities focussing on outdoor connection and the 5 ways to wellbeing
· Mind Pembrokeshire - Children & Young Persons Sanctuary 
· Action for Children - Young Carers Youth Club

All of the above are accessible to all young people in Pembrokeshire 
· Transport provided 
· PPE, uniform & tools provided 
· Accessibility equipment available 
· Healthy living food and refreshments provided



	Does your work contribute to any of the following themes? 
(mark in the box those relevant)
We’ve included all targets but ordered them in what we imagine to be more relevant
Full wording of the targets can be found here

	✔️
	Ensuring inclusive participation of women, girls, youth, children and indigenous peoples in biodiversity (Target 22)

	✔️
	Sharing knowledge on biodiversity (Target 21)

	✔️
	Promoting capacity building and engagement in biodiversity (Target 20)

	✔️
	Ensuring gender-equality in biodiversity action (Target 23)

	✔️
	Restoring nature (Target 2)

	✔️
	Protecting nature (Target 3)

	✔️
	Climate change mitigation (Target 8)

	✔️
	Ensuring biodiversity is considered in all decision-making (Target 14)

	✔️
	Encouraging sustainable choices to reduce waste and overconsumption (Target 16)

	
	Restoring and enhancing nature's contribution to people (Target 11)

	✔️
	Removing invasive species (Target 6)

	
	Enhance green and blue space in urban areas (Target 12)

	
	Enhancing biodiversity in Agriculture, Aquaculture, Fisheries, and Forestry (Target 10)

	✔️
	Reducing pollution (Target 7)

	
	Plan and manage all areas to reduce biodiversity (e.g. spatial planning) (Target 1)

	
	Prevent species extinctions (including genetic diversity) (Target 4)

	
	Sustainable use of wildlife (Target 9)

	
	Sustainable management and use of wildlife (Target 5 and 9)

	
	Sharing of the benefits of generic information (Target 13)

	
	Biodiversity in business (Target 15)

	
	Strengthening biosafety (Target 17)

	
	Reducing harmful incentives (Target 18)

	
	Mobalise investment (Target 19)




	Use the box below to describe your activities and how they meet the targets ticked above. If you are unsure which target, or whether your project is relevant, still write your actions which might contribute. We’ve included an example below to help.

What to include?
Think about the following elements - this will help us demonstrate best the impact we are collectively having;
· Is the project part of a wider project/ programme/ scheme/ partnership?
· Does the project contribute to multiple targets?
· Do you have some big projects due to finish in the next six months - feel free to include!
· What impact has it had? E.g. number of young people engaged, land area covered
· Share links to impact reports or case studies if publicly available

	All of the above projects work on the below… 
· Invasive species management 
· Footpath management 
· Accessibility audits 
· Beach cleans / community litter picks 
· Youth voice input into PCNPA Members meetings - decision making 
· Youth voice input into PCNPA Partnership Forum 
· Woodland Management 
· Wildlife Monitoring 
· Green wood working skills 
· Tree Planting - PCNPA Connecting the Coast Project & Wolfscastle National Forest 
· PCNPA Conservation projects 
· Wellbeing Walks & Activities - 5 ways to wellbeing
· Community based volunteering - improving green spaces / access to green spaces 
· Orchard Management 
· National Youth Link Up Opportunities - exploring other NPs in Wales - strong links and joint activities with Bannau & Clwydian Range 
· Archaeology Experiences 
· Mental Health and Wellbeing Support through partnership with Mind Pembrokeshire
· Work Experience with PCNPA Staff 
· Learning opportunities - projects with Futureworks Pembrokeshire - school leavers who feel ‘lost’ 
· Youth Manifesto - Youth Manifesto - Pembrokeshire Coast National Park









































EXAMPLE
See an example of how GYBN UK would fill out the form for inspiration.


	YOUTH CONTRIBUTIONS TO GLOBAL GOALS

	Name
	Abi Gardner

	Organisation
	GYBN UK

	Email Address
	gybnuk@gmail.com




	Brief description of your organisations work

	We are a chapter of the Global Youth Biodiversity Network aiming to engage more young people across the UK in biodiversity policy by providing a platform for youth engagement!

GYBN is the official youth coordination platform for the Convention on Biological Diversity.

Our mission is to empower, enable and unite youth across the UK, through building a coalition of young people and organisations across the four countries, inspiring all young people to be leaders for nature, particularly in policy and decision making processes.




	Does your work contribute to any of the following themes? (tick those relevant)
We’ve included all targets but ordered them in what we imagine to be more relevant
Full wording of the targets can be found here

	x
	Ensuring inclusive participation of women, girls, youth, children and indigenous peoples in biodiversity (Target 22)

	x
	Sharing knowledge on biodiversity (Target 21)

	x
	Ensuring gender-equality in biodiversity action (Target 23)

	
	Restoring nature (Target 2)

	
	Protecting nature (Target 3)

	
	Climate change mitigation (Target 8)

	x
	Ensuring biodiversity is considered in all decision making (Target 14)

	
	Encouraging sustainable choices to reduce waste and overconsumption (Target 16)

	
	Restoring and enhancing nature's contribution to people (Target 11)

	
	Removing invasive species (Target 6)

	
	Enhance green and blue space in urban areas (Target 12)

	
	Enhancing biodiversity in Agriculture, Aquaculture, Fisheries, and Forestry (Target 10)

	
	Reducing pollution (Target 7)

	
	Plan and manage all areas to reduce biodiversity (e.g. spatial planning) (Target 1)

	
	Prevent species extinctions (including genetic diversity) (Target 4)

	
	Sustainable use of wildlife (Target 9)

	
	Sustainable management and use of wildlife (Target 5 and 9)

	
	Sharing of the benefits of generic information (Target 13)

	
	Biodiversity in business (Target 15)

	
	Capacity building and access to technology (Target 20)

	
	Strengthening biosafety (Target 17)

	
	Reducing harmful incentives (Target 18)

	
	Mobalise investment (Target 19)



	Use the box below to describe your activities and how they meet the targets ticked above. 

	Target 21 and 23:
· Building youth capacity for policy engagement: GYBN UK trains and supports young people to understand UK and international biodiversity policy, empowering them to meaningfully participate in consultations and decision-making processes.

· Facilitating access to information: Through workshops, webinars, and social media campaigns, GYBN UK translates complex biodiversity policy (such as the GBF and the UK’s national biodiversity strategies) into accessible, youth-friendly formats.

· Promoting transparency and accountability: The network acts as a bridge between youth and government, tracking national implementation of the GBF and encouraging open dialogue with decision-makers.
Target 22 and 14:
· Creating an inclusive youth platform: GYBN UK represents young people across the UK’s nations and sectors — including underrepresented groups — ensuring diverse youth voices shape biodiversity policy discussions.

· Engaging in global and national processes: Members have contributed to international negotiations (e.g., COP15, COP16), and national decision-making (e.g. Scotland's National Biodiversity Forum) and reporting (e.g., inputs to the UK’s 7th National Report), ensuring youth perspectives are embedded in official processes.

· Partnership building: GYBN UK collaborates with government bodies, NGOs, and academic institutions to ensure youth perspectives inform the design and delivery of biodiversity initiatives.

· Championing intergenerational equity: By advocating for youth inclusion in policy spaces, GYBN UK helps institutionalise youth participation as a long-term mechanism for fair and effective biodiversity governance.

· Advocating for environmental justice: GYBN UK amplifies the voices of young people and communities affected by biodiversity loss, advocating for equitable policies and access to remedies when environmental rights are compromised.
Impact report: https://www.gybnuk.co.uk/impact/sixmonthreport 
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